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REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING

A REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
THE SAME DAY CONSIDERATION
OF CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED BY THE RULES COM-
MITTEE

Mr. GOSS, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107–56) on the resolution
(H.Res. 131) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

f

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
MAY 7, 2001

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 2
p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, we have been here
for a very long time for what is no
longer today, but yesterday and today.
We have been told we were going to
have the budget. Members have been
around since about 10:30 or 11 this
morning when we had a vote. We were
told we were going to have a budget. It
does seem to me that minimal respect
for the opinion of mankind would call
for some explanation of why we are,
having spent the day doing nothing,
why we are now going to end it by
waiting until Monday.

I would be glad to yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida, or anyone else,
not what happened, but what did not
happen, why it did not happen, and
what might happen on Monday or
Tuesday.

Mr. Speaker, I would yield to the
gentleman.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
distinguished gentleman from Massa-
chusetts for yielding, and I would in-
form the gentleman from Massachu-
setts that we are all saddened that we
have not been able to complete all of
the business we had originally antici-
pated for today because of the com-
plexity of the business, and the proce-
dures for working out conference re-
ports with our colleagues in the other
body.

These matters require a great deal of
observation of the technical rules in-
volving conference reports, and that
process has taken longer than ex-
pected.

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry
that the gentleman is saddened. I hate
to see my colleague’s discountenance.
There are a few other people not too
thrilled about spending about 15 hours
here while people fiddled with this
thing.

I was struck by his telling us there is
a complexity here. In the first year of
the gentleman being in the majority, I

would have understood that, but at this
point, was there any unexpected com-
plexity? We had a budget and a con-
ference committee. It is very hard to
understand what new complexity sud-
denly descended upon you which left
you unable to cope with what has here-
tofore been a fairly routine set of pro-
cedures. Perhaps there is some new
show on which the ship of state might
be sailing that has resulted. This has
not happened in my experience, this
sort of nonperformance.

Mr. Speaker, I would yield to the
gentleman. Would you tell us what this
complexity was? Was there something
new that happened?
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Mr. GOSS. I thank the gentleman for

yielding. I think that the complexity of
a conference report is well known be-
cause we are dealing with another body
and there are different points of view
that need to be accommodated which
is, of course, the purpose of a con-
ference report and getting all of the
exact language spelled out properly
and out in time to accommodate all of
the other schedule that we have to do
here.

Mr. FRANK. Could I ask the gen-
tleman, was it the other body that lost
the two pages that resulted in our not
being here or who lost the two pages, I
would ask the gentleman?

I do not mean the human pages, I
mean the paper pages. I want to assure
all parents that all pages are present
and accounted for. It is pages from the
conference report that apparently were
too complex for the majority to keep
track of.

Mr. GOSS. I believe that those are
somewhat complicated pages that were
very carefully negotiated in the con-
ference report and certainly to get
them exactly correct, they have not
been lost, actually if the gentleman
has them, he has found them.

Mr. FRANK. No, I was waving some
whip notice just for the heck of it.
That was purely a dramatic gesture.
Nobody on our side has seen the budg-
et, including the missing pages.

Mr. GOSS. Actually the Committee
on Rules has seen them.

Mr. FRANK. I apologize. A half-hour
ago the Committee on Rules got to see
the budget that we were supposed to
have voted on 10 or 12 hours ago.

I would just say to the gentleman, I
think we ought to be clear. We have
here a problem not of complexity but
of basic physics. The majority has, as
many of us have been saying for some
time, constructed a budget in which
the whole is significantly smaller than
the sum of the parts and in the process
of trying to jam those parts into that
small hole, apparently things came
apart. It is unfortunate that Members’
time was so wasted all day and that we
have accomplished nothing and we
have to come back next week. I hope
you find the pages, I hope you master
the complexity and I hope that this
kind of performance is not again re-
peated.

I withdraw my reservation of objec-
tion, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida?

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, not being a
member of the Committee on Rules, I
want to verify that the information
that we heard from the Committee on
Rules is indeed correct. That it was not
possible to proceed tonight because the
report filed around midnight which had
earlier been promised to be delivered
sometime this morning representing
the budget of the United States to be
agreed upon by this House today was
missing two critical pages, in fact the
pages, the instructions on reconcili-
ation, and that is why we could not
proceed further for final disposition on
this matter this evening.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. POMEROY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. GOSS. It is my understanding
that two pages were inadvertently
omitted from the filing process and
when that was discovered the Com-
mittee on Rules tried to find a way to
remedy that issue and we decided that
the fairest way to do it and working
within the complexity of the con-
ference procedure was to take the
course of action that we have sug-
gested.

Mr. POMEROY. Continuing my res-
ervation, it is my understanding that
indeed upon ascertaining that critical
pages were missing from the report
that was belatedly filed, an effort was
made to track down the required Sen-
ators whose signatures needed to be af-
fixed to the document for purposes of
bringing it into conformance with all
appropriate requirements and that in-
deed because the Senate had left, these
signatures could not be obtained.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. POMEROY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. DREIER. I thank my friend for
yielding. I would simply say that there
are all kinds of rumors circulating
about what may or may not have taken
place. We all acknowledge that there
were in fact two pages that mistakenly
were not included in the conference re-
port. For that reason, we made a deci-
sion that because Members had been
here very late, we in the Committee on
Rules met first at 8:30 yesterday morn-
ing, and we have decided that we will
file this rule as the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. GOSS) has just done, we
will in fact reconvene Tuesday after-
noon, and we will allow for a full de-
bate and full consideration of these
measures.

Mr. POMEROY. Reclaiming my time
under my reservation, Mr. Speaker, I
very much appreciate the gentleman’s
participation in the explanation. Far
beyond actually trying to simply ob-
tain information about how the wheels
fell off our proceeding tonight, it would
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